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West River Residents Association
Annual General Meeting
October 25, 2018
St. Aidan’s Church
MINUTES
Board members present: 
Ted Haugen, President
Craig Schiller,Vice-President

Quentin Stossel, Treasurer

Kelly Jo Walden, Secretary

Fraser Damoff

Vanessa Dorrington

Elisabeth Hibbert
Paul Jemison
Peter Pook
Guests: 
Councillors Ray  Chisholm and Cathy Duddeck
Mayor Rob Burton
Donna Doyle (Oakville wildlife)
Vicki Adam (Toronto wildlife centre) 
Police Constable Harjeev Brar 
Call to order: 7:32 p.m.
1. Welcome — Ted Haugen, WRRA President
2. Call to Order and Approval of 2017 AGM Minutes — Kelly Jo Walden, WRRA Secretary
· approved
3. Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement/Audit Votes — Quentin Stossel, WRRA Treasurer
· 
Responsible for proper use of dues
· Summarized treasure report
· Profit and loss - dispensing of funds and intake of funds
·  balance sheet (surplus $2000), revenue increased
· Costs increased so balance stayed the same from last year
· Key is to keep a surplus of about $2000
· Approx. $11000 in treasury, a few years ago it was shy of $7000
· Able to put more into events, newsletter (bigger distribution)
· Helps to build community 
· Open for questions
· Anything in the works for the surplus? Yes we have some plans, new equipment for picnic (tents, etc) and maybe more events
· Sign at Shepherd is stored by region for now due to construction
· Would like to have sign at other end of Queen Mary
· No expenses for the ice rink for last few years
· Have a budget for dollars assigned for the rink
· Quentin acknowledged Roslyn and Debbie for advertising in newsletter
· Town covered the rink liner so we didn’t have to spend in budget
· Bad weather can affect our events and revenue
· Audit vote  - required by law to either audit the books or wave – members voted yes ok to waive
4. Presentation: Living with Urban Wildlife — Town of Oakville and Toronto Wildlife Centre 
· Victoria 
· Wildlife rehabilitation group
· 30,000 calls annually, 160 separate fox situations
· Veterinary hospital – first in Canada
· Common concerns – disease, pet and human safety
RACOONS
· Mange-mite burrows under skin, get sick, infected, can cause behaviour changes
· Most active at dusk and dawn, sunning on lawns
· Rabies is very rare, no cases since 2012, Perth/Huron had it also
· Hamilton had raccoon outbreaks
· Sick animals usually have mange and other issues
· Denning – babies in people's back yards – 5-7 babies, den in cavities, born March to May
· 4 weeks babies emerge, stay in area for a few months
· If babies are left without parent let them be
· Trapping not a good solution, don’t survive relocation
· Recommend peaceful coexistence
· Use noise, smells as last resort, causes stress to babies etc and parents might leave (see their website)
· Small, weigh between 5 to 15 lbs, usually skittish, afraid of dogs, no recorded incidents of attacks
· People shouldn’t feed them, by hand is not good, become too dependent on humans, could become aggressive
· Put garbage away will discourage them
· Usually if a problem is reported it usually results from people feeding them, changes their behaviour
· Reinforce we are the predator – try to scare them a bit, clapping, make yourself big, jar of pennies etc.
· There are 460,000 dog bites a year, whereas 2.4 people a year are bitten by coyotes/fox
· Coyotes will eat a cat, large fox might but usually go for smaller mammals
· Keep cat indoors, are the biggest predator to birds
· Home range is 4-8km around den site!
· 416 631-0662 Wildlife hotline
· Donna (environment policy department)
· Hotspot for biodiversity
· All animals do pose a risk, but minimal
· Outreach with the schools
· Risks to pets are mostly in our control
· Removal?  Coyotes, kill them?  Very difficult to catch them when have mange
· Not safe for firearm and traps
· Too dangerous to tranquilize – takes too long to work
· Cannot remove wildlife without a permit
· Release within 1 km within 24 hrs
· Can travel very far, hundreds of km
· Over 70% would have to be removed every year to have impact in number
· Partner with other agencies
· Oakville Town can – provide education, outreach to schools, bylaws in place (public and private), wildlife proof garbage cans, track the coyotes when reported, DO NOT manage individual animals, legislation dictates how the animals are handled
· Best to educate humans on how to not attract the animals
· Usually most aggressive around feeding areas
· Signs up at hotspots
· Keep your pets on leash, do not feed them, can provide habitats etc
· See website for suggestions
· Call Humane Society for sick or injured wildlife
· Oakville strategy for wildlife diversity will be out soon!
· Q – attacks on small dogs? Foxes not as bold as coyote, if on leash not likely
· If encounters occur they are usually started by the dogs
· If you know there are foxes are denning, be cautious
· Q – asked about feeding birds? Attracts rodents
· Aware of problems they cause, always brings other animals
· Increases predation, also increases spread of disease since all together
· Recommend keeping area clean, planting specific plants that have large seed pods so they can eat throughout winter
· Q – wild cat in the area? – looks like a bobcat (haven’t heard of that around here)
· Late spring early summer – others have seen it too
· Q – so they coexist together? Urban areas only both coyotes and foxes coexist together – go after different prey

5. Mayor Rob Burton 
· 
Happy to be able to continue work  
· Encourages everyone to contact him if have any suggestions
· See website or more privately, oakvillemayor@gmail.com
· Outdoor ice at Trafalgar community centre
· New people on the Council after the recent elections
· Q Why not cannabis store in Oakville?
- Option to opt in later by Government – needs to be worked out for a few years
- Will be government controlled only – towns wanted to limit it to areas zoned for commercial
· 
By Jan 22 2019 council needs to make a decision if opting out – not worked out as far as how it would be rolled out – council will decide
· Chris Kowalchuk brought up no limit of pharmacies etc – people in town want to have a limited number of stores, not unlimited - premier is deciding no limits
· Once you opt in you cannot get out of the deal
· 
Q - Shepherd condos – are supposed to build – cannot make it faster - issue is why cannot the sidewalks be fixed? No building for a few years
A - Province dictates some of these issues – encouraged member to send email to him and he will discuss further – copy WRRA
· 
Q – will the next Council consider reducing the speed on Queen Mary? 
A - Mayor explained basically working on this for years, historically signs don’t really affect the behaviour
· People aren’t usually happy with speed bumps either
· Ted Haugen indicated speeding in non Queen Mary areas and Queen Mary
· Usually people in the neighborhood
· Tried to have committees but no response in the neighborhood
· Mayor indicated trucks are illegal – can be enforced
· Mayor indicated they will enforce speed issues on demand
· Constable – traffic study with town, do monitor – rolling stop signs, people still run them
· Stop signs most issues – Mayor indicated maybe wrong tool (stop signs)
· Riverside is curvy and there are  no sidewalks – quite dangerous – graduated speed bumps since no sidewalks – Mayor indicated they will study the issue, possibly need sidewalks there
· Q – is there a cost for the Trafalgar outdoor rink? 
A - No will be free
· Q – photo radar?  Not allowed at this point –– province indicated they might give permission for towns to do that
6. Ward 2 Regional Councillor — Cathy Duddeck (first)
· 
Mexicali Rosa property has been approved for demolition
· 
Various properties discussed
· 
Nov 30 tree lighting, and a Christmas market will be introduced
· 
CNN underpass – 2019 commencing property acquisitions

Boundaries have now changed – south same but incorporated Nottinghill gate to Upper Middle to 16 mile creek (including Glen Abbey)
· 
70th annual Santa Clause parade – requesting pictures from the earlier days
7. Ward 2 Town Councillor — Ray Chisholm
8. Board Introduction, Review of Achievements and Activities — Ted Haugen 
· 
Summarized events 
9. Board Member Nominations and Election — Kelly Jo Walden
· 
Sharon Lauzon added to Board, voted and acclaimed as well as returning Board members
10. New Business 
· 
Ladies night out Nov 22
11. Draw for WRRA Muskoka Chair and Adjournment 
· 
Peter Pook draws #151324 - Hilda Blight has winning number 
12. 
Adjourned 9:31p.m.
57 people attending + Board members + guests
Minutes WRRA AGM October 25, 2018
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